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Hello! This newsletter is produced to inform parents of what is happening in the ninth grade, earth science class at Manheim Central High School.  You can expect to see it published a few times throughout the school year.

Who Is My Science Teacher?

Your child's teacher for earth science is Mr. Walter.  He received his Bachelor of Science degree from Millersville University and his Master's degree from Temple University.  This school year marks 36 years teaching earth science.

In addition to teaching high school students, Mr. Walter teaches several computer classes to adults and other teachers at the Lancaster-Lebanon Intermediate Unit #13 in the evenings and during the summer.  He has offered in-service computer courses to the faculty of Manheim Central School District. Mr. Walter taught computer classes for college students at Millersville University for 18 years.  

In 1987, Mr. Walter had an article and computer program dealing with sidereal time published in Astronomy magazine. 

What Is Earth Science?

Earth science is basically the study of the earth.  It not only includes the solid earth, but also its oceans, atmosphere, and the universe of which it is a part.

There are four major divisions in earth science.   Black holes and quasars belong to the branch called astronomy, which is the study of our universe.  2010 should continue to be a year of new discoveries with three spacecraft exploring the planet Mars. There are many spacecraft orbiting other planets! The International Space Station continues to orbit the earth and there are exciting space ventures coming in the near future.

Volcanic eruptions and earthquakes are always a concern to humans.  They are part of geology, which is the study of the earth's surface and the interior.  

Tornadoes, hurricanes (like Katrina), El Nino, and our daily weather belong to meteorology, the study of the earth's atmosphere.  Probably no other topic affects our lives as much as the weather!  Is global warming happening?

Very large waves called tsunamis and the changing tide are part of the study of the vast expanse of water surrounding our planet we call oceanography.

Throughout the school year in earth science class, students will be studying the major branches of earth science. Since there is such a variety, most students will enjoy all or most of these topics.

In addition to the earth sciences, all students will review other areas of science such as mass, volume, and density.  We will cover topics such as gravity, forces, motion, and energy in addition to the earth sciences.


What Is Expected Of Me?

Homework will be given several times a week.  Grades will be based on homework, assignments, laboratory reports, quizzes, major tests, questions based on audio-visual materials and class discussions. All students will be required to give 3 "Science Friday", current science in the news reports, to the class. A schedule with the dates will be available during the first day of the new semester. 

Students taking earth science may be required to submit a research paper on a topic they choose in the earth sciences.  The class will complete several web quests and podcasts during the course.

All earth science textbooks should be covered by the second week of the semester.  Each student should have a place for his/her science notes and papers.  It may be a folder with pockets or a notebook.  A large binder with room for several different subjects is fine.  This is to insure all science related information is stored in one place to allow the student easy and quick access for class participation and study for tests and quizzes.

All students are expected to follow school and team rules.  Each student will receive a list of specific rules for our classroom.

During the semester, we will be using many types of technology to study the earth sciences.  Via the internet, we will be able to obtain real time data and pictures from satellites orbiting the earth.  Students will be able to participate in research projects and speak to scientists in the field while sharing their discoveries. In the past, we participated in a global study of acid rain.

With computers in our classroom and in laboratories, we will be able to simulate and investigate many things related to the earth sciences.  Students at Manheim Central will use the latest technology to help them understand difficult concepts and enrich their experience in ninth grade Earth Science.

The earth science department has a vast collection of rock and mineral specimens for use in geology.  We also have a large variety of videos, DVD’s, slides, and topographic maps to bring the earth to the students in the classroom.

You may have seen Manheim Central listed on the weather map when viewing Chuck Rhodes or Rob Dixon on channel 27.  Thanks to a grant from Toyota, my classroom has a $5,000.00 professional weather station, which collects weather data just like the official observation sites at airports.  There is a display panel in the classroom that shows current weather conditions being recorded by roof-mounted sensors.  

Our school participates in the "Weather Net" around the state.  WHTM TV shows Manheim Central during many weather segments.  We can use our computers to call other weather stations all around the world to check the recorded data at those sites. 

From home, you can log onto our weather station via the internet and check the current weather at Manheim Central High School!
(http://www.aws.com/full.asp?id=MANHM)

Parents, please feel free to check on your child's progress in my class. Even though it is a student's job to be responsible for his/her grade, sometimes their progress in school is never related to parents for one reason or another.

I will be sending progress reports home midway before the end of the first term. Please use the parent portal to check your child’s progress.

The students will always be aware of their current grade. I track the grades on a computer electronic spreadsheet and post the current grades (without names, just student numbers) frequently.  There are no surprises on how well each student is doing in my class.

The '09-'10 school year continues the twelfth year of block scheduling at the high school. Many students enjoy the new type of school day.  I hope your child has a successful year in our ninth grade teams at the high school! Go Gray Team!
image2.wmf


image3.wmf


image4.wmf


image5.wmf


image1.wmf


